
CONSENT FORM

As part of the Berit Mila ceremony, I will be performing as the Mohel the 
circumcision- a minor procedure.  The following explains the benefits and 
potential risks to circumcision.  Please take the time to read the following and 
prior to the procedure I will discuss and answer any questions you have.   
After which time, I would ask you to please sign the below consent which 
indicates that you have read, discussed with me and understand what the 
procedure entails and that you have chosen me to perform this procedure on 
your son.

Circumcision is a minor procedure that will change the way the penis looks.  It 
is the removal of the foreskin from the glans or head of the penis.  There are 
many reasons to perform a circumcision.  You have chosen to have your son 
circumcised based on religious beliefs in the Jewish religion.

Beyond the religious reasons for circumcision, there are certain benefits and 
potential risks to the procedure that will be performed.  One benefit to 
newborn circumcision is the apparent reduced chance of urinary infections 
during infancy.  Also, circumcision helps prevent penile cancer, reduces the 
risk of HIV, and reduces the risk of cervical cancer in female sexual partners.  
In addition, circumcision helps to prevent phimosis (constriction of the 
foreskin).  Circumcision does not affect a man’s sexual function.  There are 
indications not to perform a circumcision on a newborn male.  One reason is 
hypospadius- a condition in which the opening or urethral meatus, where the 
urine exits, is on the shaft of the penis and not at the tip of the glans penis.  
This is repairable and will be checked for prior to performing the procedure.  
However, these are not always picked up until after the procedure has begun.  
If noticed during the procedure, I will not complete the circumcision and the 
infant will be referred to a urologist for repair and completion of the 
circumcision at a later date.  If there is a bleeding problem in the family, a 
circumcision should not be performed until it is established whether or not 
the infant might have inherited this disorder and the severity of the disorder.  
If the infant has a medical problem, it is best to postpone the circumcision 
until the infant has recovered.
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Although a circumcision is a relatively safe and short procedure, like any 
procedure, there are risks and complications that need to be explained.  These 
are infrequent but may occur.  Infection can occur, but measures are taken to 
insure that the area is cleaned appropriately with a sterile cleaning solution 
prior to the start of the circumcision and that only sterile instruments are 
used along with disposable items that are never used more than once.  
Bleeding can occur. However, if a good history is taken to make sure there are 
no bleeding disorders that were overlooked, there should be minimal or no 
bleeding during the procedure.  There is the potential of an undiagnosed or 
unknown bleeding disorder, but these are rare.  Also, injury to the penis itself 
can occur.  But throughout the procedure, I am checking and very careful at all 
times making sure that the glans or head of the penis along with the shaft of 
the penis are protected and safe from the clamping and cutting of the foreskin. 
Adhesions are small connections of tissue that can occur as the penis heals.  
This is an unusual occurrence and aftercare is important to help to prevent 
adhesions from occurring.  Also, unsatisfactory cosmetic appearance (too 
much or too little foreskin is removed) may occur but care is taken during the 
procedure to remove the appropriate amount of foreskin.

Again, this is an elective procedure, and by choosing to have a Berit Mila 
ceremony, you are choosing circumcision.  Please don’t hesitate to contact me 
as I will make myself available to explain any questions you might have prior 
to performing the circumcision.  Please take the time to ask questions and 
make sure you are satisfied with the answers and understand the procedure, 
risks and benefits.  By signing this form, you understand and consent to allow 
David Rawdin permission to perform the circumcision as a Mohel (religious 
clergy) on your son during the Berit Mila ceremony. 
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I, _______________________________, the _________________________ of 
______________________________ hereby give consent on his behalf to 
have him circumcised during his Berit Mila ceremony.

Signature:_____________________________Date:_______Time:____
          Mother and/or Father

Signature:_____________________________Date:________Time:___
David Rawdin
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